
Saturday, April 17   

Diablo Lodge, Danville  

6:15 P.M. ð 7:15 P.M.  

Sunday, April 25   

Lafayette/Orinda Pres-

byterian Parish, Ross-

moor 

2:00 P.M. ð 3:00 P.M.  

Saturday, May 22   

Iwasaõs Wedding, Bound-
ary Oaks  

7:30 P.M. ð 8:30 P.M.  

Thursday, June 10   

Pereiraõs Plantation  
Garden Party  

11:15 A.M. ð 12:15 P.M. 

____________________ 

                                              
For the most current  
play-out information 
visit:  

www.eastbaybanjo.org  

Or  

Contact Bob Nelson, 
Booking Agent  

bookin-
gagent@eastbaybanjo.org  

    or 925 -372-0553 

Up-Coming Events  

 

East Bay Banjo Club 
Meets:  

Every Wednesday (Please 

Note Change) 

7:30 PM to 9:30 PM 

Round Table Pizza, 1938 

Oak Park Blvd.,   Pleas-

ant Hill, California  

 

On June 13, 2010 the East Bay Banjo Club, 
EBBC, will hold itôs 2nd Summer Jazz Banjo 
Festival, SJBF, at St Maryôs college in Orinda. 
To date we are expecting approximately the 
same number of participants, which would 
mean another near sellout. We have ads in 
FIGA magazine, the Resonator magazine, 
and the Sacramento journal óAnd All that 

Jazzô, a publication from the NOJC of the Sacramento Jubilee. press in the SF Exam-
iner and Contra Costa Times. Our committee is hard at work on the project, but we are 
open to any suggestions from you, our members. Please contact me or Bill Sullivan if 

you have any suggestions or ideas. 

We expect a large group from Rossmoor in Walnut Creek as we are working closely 
with their excursion group. All (5) banjo bands will be returning too. For more info and 

to purchase tickets visit our website,          

http://www.summerjazzbanjofestival.com/. 

With success comes growth and we continue to get new members and visits from old 
friends which means we may soon out grow our venue. I view this as a good problem, 
not a bad problem. In fact I want more new members, especially young ones, like  5-

year old Marco Green. 

I wish to thank everyone who volunteered 
their time at last years SJBF and invite you 
all to participate in the SJBF 2010. Contact 
Bud Pierce or Bill Cooper, who are in 

charge of day-of-event activities.  

Thank you June Rosploch for all the great 
work you do as Secretary, and Bob Nelson, 
the best banjo booking agent on the west 
coast. And please feel free to contact me 
anytime you have a question, suggestion, or 

concern. 

Thank you, Jack Convery, President 

April 2010 

Presidents Message  
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Play-out Schedule  

Membership Newsletter 

Events 

May 13/15 

Arizona Banjo Blast            

Tucson, Arizona  

June 12/13 

2nd Annual EBBC  Summer Jazz 
Banjo Festival  

Saint Maryõs College, Moraga  

. July 4 

25th Annual Orinda Parade & 
Plaza Performance  

Orinda, CA  

August 21  

EBBC Picnic @ Landers Landing  

http://www.summerjazzbanjofestival.com/


What is a Banjo Base?              Reported By: Mary Black 

Guy Black of the East Bay Banjo Club, Contra Costa Co., Calif. long dreamed 

of making a cigar box guitar that would really work.   When he was a little guy, 

On Sunday afternoons, family and friends would gather on his Grandfatherõs 

front porch and play music, sing and drink ice tea.   His uncle helped him build 

a guitar out of a cigar box and copper wire. Small nails were just right for 

wrapping the strings around. It made noise so Guy joined in the fun.   That 

was all forgotten until he saw The Ashbury.  

When Guy was in the 5 th  grade the Glen Miller Band played at his school, He 

took up trumpet the next day and played brass all through school, including 

the bass Tuba the last three years of school.   Guy played the Gut bucket at Shakeyõs and many other 

places in the area.  

Over the years, Guy played several types of Bass fiddles both electric and acoustic, He even put to-

gether an old flat back German bass that he got in a basket; it was a good sounding Bass.  

He was happy to find the East Bay Banjo Band and have a place to play. He saw his first Ashbury 

bass at the Banjo Rama in Carmichael   3 or 4 years ago and couldnõt wait to get one.  

He bought an Ashbury from Brock at Large Sound and enough spare parts to build 2 more. That ôs 

when the cigar box popped back. But instead of a guitar He would build a bass.  

Since He plays in a banjo band, why not a Banjo Bass. Thanks to his Middle School woodworking 

classes, he learned that he could build or fix most anything he began.  

The ideas started coming that he could build a bass out of old banjo parts.    

Four banjos went into the finished product. Guy built the neck 

and headstock, Brock and Kelly from Large Sound supplied 

parts from the Ashbury, now made by Fender               

He got together enough parts to begin, some parts were built 

and some were purchased.   The biggest help came from EBBC 

members; Garry Kerr gave Him a box of old banjos & parts.   Bill 

Cooper gave him an old banjo that wasnõt playable. But just 

what he needed.   The final touch was a piece of walnut burl his 

neighbor  gave him for the head. 

Guy sawed it up in to strips a 

bout 1/3 of inch & glued it on the headstock, sanded & polished..  

The Banjo part is just a façade; the guts are built of solid maple, 

routed out where needed. The stiffness of the solid maple gives better 

sound than a softer wood. He said, òIt was a chore making the offset 

neck secure enough to let the banjo 

head come down over itó. It would be 

possible to pull the banjo parts off and 

still play, but it wouldnõt look as pretty!! 

A wireless transmitter was added, making it possible to walk around 

playing without being tied down with a cable. It fit in the resonator 

nicely.  He plans more whistles & bells. A Work - in - progress.  Heõs also 

thinking about a cigar box. Who knows?  
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February 19,  ñCRABFEEDò Orinda Masonic Lodge  Reported By: Kit Nelson 

(A view from the stage) First, the audience was served a variety of snacks and 

wine, (approximately 150 people); then it was announced ñsalad is readyò 

along with ñpastaò.  

Then a voice was heard saying, ñplease raise your hand if you are getting 

chickenòé..Chicken? This was a crab feed ! ! Someone in our group suggested 

playing ñthe chicken danceò?. Chicken dance at a Crab Feed ? How about 

ñConey Island crab cakesò ? (thatôs enough of that) 

In attendance were our music leader, Bill Cooper, Mickie McDonald, Guy Black, Jesse DeTorres, Jim 

Blankenship, Betty David, Kit Nelson, Bob Malucelli, Kermit Collins, Lynne Deuscher, Diane Shaw, Dina 

Melamed, Pat Wheaton, Karen Swift, and bookie Bob Nelson.  

Plenty of smiles were seen throughout the audience and it was a fun evening; (even a few young teens were 

doing the ñcharlestonò) and I heard someone say ñcome back next yearò and Iôm sure we will é..    

 

 

 
February 23 ï25,  Reno Snow Train   

  

   


